
TO: Interested Parties 
FR: John Murray 
DT: December 19, 2013 
RE: Poll Results on Congressional District Poll !!
YG Network is releasing its first Congressional District Poll to provide policymakers, the media, and the 
general public with insight into critical policy debates likely to shape congressional action in 2014.  In this 
memo, we analyze public opinion in select competitive Congressional districts with an emphasis on the 
economy and healthcare.  Key findings include: 
·         Respondents Prefer a Representative in Congress Who Will Be a Check to President Obama’s 
Policy Agenda in 2014:  Fifty-five percent say they prefer a Member of Congress who will be a check to 
Obama, versus 45 percent who say they prefer a Member of Congress who will help Obama pass his 
agenda. 
·         The Economy and Healthcare are Top 2014 Concerns for Respondents:  Thirty-one percent say 
the economy and jobs is the top issue affected their family’s future, followed by healthcare (22 percent), 
retirement security (16 percent) and debt (15 percent) 
·         Economic Belt Tightening is Evident this Holiday Season, As Respondents Report that they are 
Spending Less Money by 3 to 1 Margin:  Four in 10 say they are spending less money this year on things 
like gifts, meals and travel, 12 percent are spending more and 48 percent are spending about the same. 
This YG Network Congressional District Poll was conducted from December 13-17, 2013 among a sample 
of 1,652 likely voters in the following 11 U.S. House districts: AZ-1, AZ-2, CA-36, CA-52, CO-6, FL-13, 
FL-18, FL-26, IL-10, NH-1 and NJ-3. Interviews were completed online using Qualtrics, and the data were 
weighted to approximate a target sample of midterm voters based on age, gender and race using voter file 
data from the 2010 midterm election. This poll should be viewed as a representative sample of competitive 
Congressional districts (based on Cook Political Report ratings) with slightly higher than average 
Republican voter registrations.  Competitive districts were used on the assumption that respondents will be 
most attuned to current policy issues like the economic and healthcare issues emphasized in this poll.  This 
sample is not a representation of the entire United States.  Note, the numbers do not always add up to 100% 
because they are rounded to the nearest percentage point. Results from the full survey have a margin of 
error of plus or minus three percentage points. !

• Analysis Memo: link 
• Topline Results and Crosstab Tables: link !

DEMOGRAPHICS !
- Strong Majority Disapprove of Obama Job Performance:  Forty three percent of respondents 

approve of the President, compared with 54 percent who disapprove. Approve/Disapprove:  
o Male – 39/57  Female – 47/52 
o Republicans – 8/91 Democrats – 84/14 Independents – 35/61  !

- Respondents Prefer a Representative in Congress Who Will Be a Check to President 
Obama’s Policy Agenda in 2014:  Fifty-five percent say they prefer a Member of Congress who 
will be a check to Obama, versus 45 percent who say they prefer a Member of Congress who will 
help Obama pass his agenda. Democrat Who Will Help Obama Pass His Agenda / Republican 
Who Will Be a Check to Obama 

o Age 18-29 – 44/56 Age 30-44 – 50/50  
Age 45-64 – 45/55 Age 65+ – 43/57  

o Republicans – 5/95 Democrats – 89/11 Independents – 38/62 !!
2014 POLICY IMPLICATIONS !



- Twice As Many Respondents Believe America is on the Wrong Track:  Sixty-two percent say 
the country is off on the wrong track, while 31 percent say things are generally going in the right 
direction. Right Track / Wrong Direction:  

o Age 18-29 – 45/44 Age 30-44 – 30/56  
Age 45-64 – 29/64 Age 65+ – 31/64  

o Republicans – 7/92 Democrats – 60/29 Independents – 25/66 !
- Economy, Healthcare Top Issues for Respondents:  Thirty-one percent say the economy and 

jobs is the top issue affecting their family’s future, followed by healthcare (22 percent), 
retirement security (16 percent) and debt (15 percent)  !

- Majority of Respondents Disapprove of Obamacare:  Forty-five percent of likely voters 
approve of the law compared with 53 percent who disapprove. Approve/Disapprove:  

o Republicans – 9/90 Democrats – 84/13 Independents – 39/57 
o Age 18-29 – 42/48 Age 30-44 – 51/46  

Age 45-64 – 44/55 Age 65+ – 43/55  !!
- Respondents View a Member of Congress Less Favorably If They Voted for Obamacare:  

By a 46 to 29 margin, respondents say they view a Member of Congress less favorably if they 
voted for Obamacare. Less/More/No effect 

o Republicans – 83/6/11 Democrats – 12/61/28 Independents – 47/21/32 
o Age 18-29 – 50/21/29 Age 30-44 – 40/30/30  

Age 45-64 – 46/28/46 Age 65+ – 49/33/18  !!
- Independents Trust Republican Party More on Healthcare: Loyalty prevails among partisans, 

but among independents, 47 percent trust the Democratic Party more when it comes to handling 
healthcare compared with 53 percent who trust the Republican Party more.  Trust Democratic 
Party/Republican Party: 

o Republicans – 8/92 Democrats –95/5 Independents – 47/53 
o Age 18-29 – 57/43 Age 30-44 – 58/42  

Age 45-64 – 49/51 Age 65+ – 47/53  !!
- Strong Majority Less Confident in Government’s Ability to Address National Problems: 

Almost 60 percent of Americans are less confident in the government’s ability to address national 
problems following the implementation of the Obamacare exchanges. More confident/less 
confident: 

o Republicans – 4/92 Democrats –33/27 Independents – 11/59 
o Age 18-29 – 22/52 Age 30-44 – 18/54  

Age 45-64 – 15/58 Age 65+ – 14/63  !!!!!!
ECONOMY !
Holiday Spending: !

- By a 3 to 1 Margin, Respondents Are Spending Less This Holiday Season:  Four in 10 
spending less money this year on things like gifts, meals and travel, 12 percent are spending more 
and 48 percent are spending about the same. More/Less/Same:  

o Republicans – 10/47/43 Democrats –17/34/49 Independents – 9/40/52 
o Age 18-29 – 21/46/33 Age 30-44 – 26/32/42  

Age 45-64 – 8/47/45 Age 65+ – 7/34/59  



!!
- Respondents Spending Less Due to Bad Economy and Obamacare:  Among those who are 

spending less, 51 percent cite lower take home pay as a major reason, compared with concern 
about keeping your job (28% major), higher pocketbook expenses such as gas and groceries 
(70%), higher healthcare costs (43%) and higher taxes (46%).  !!

Household Concerns: !
- More than Four in 10 Concerned that They Or Someone In Their Family Will Be Out Of 

Work In The Next 12 Months: Forty two percent are concerned they or someone in their house 
might be out of work. Extremely + very concerned/ Not very concerned + Not concerned at all 

o Age 18-29 – 63/35 Age 30-44 – 51/45  
Age 45-64 – 46/51 Age 65+ – 27/67  !

- Almost Eight In 10 Respondents Hurt by Energy Prices:  Nearly eight in ten respondents (77 
percent) say they are hurting a lot or a little from the price of energy, including gas prices, 
electricity, heating and cooling. Hurting a lot + Hurting a little/no effect 

o Republicans – 86/12 Democrats – 69/28 Independents – 78/21 
o Age 18-29 – 80/14 Age 30-44 – 72/25  

Age 45-64 – 82/16 Age 65+ – 74/26   !
HEALTHCARE !!

- Majority of Respondents Say Obamacare Will Raise Their Healthcare Costs:  Fifty-nine 
percent say the ACA will increase total healthcare costs, 27 percent say they will stay the same, 
and 14 percent say they will be reduced as a result. More expensive / less expensive:  

o Republicans – 89/1 Democrats – 31/28 Independents – 61/11 
o Age 18-29 – 56/24 Age 30-44 – 58/15  

Age 45-64 – 61/15 Age 65+ – 60/9 !
- More Than Eight in 10 Respondents Believe that Obamacare Will Not Make Medical 

Benefits from Insurance More Available or Will Make Them Less Available. Forty four 
percent say that medical benefits from health insurance will become less available, 39 percent say 
it will be about the same, and only 18 percent say Obamacare will make medical benefits more 
available. More Available + Somewhat more available / Same / Somewhat less available + Much 
less available 

o Republicans – 3/21/76 Democrats – 36/50/14 Independents – 13/43/44 
o Age 18-29 –32/33/36 Age 30-44 – 24/42/35  

Age 45-64 – 17/37/47 Age 65+ – 12/40/48 !!
- Eighty-Five Percent Of Respondents Believe that Obamacare Will Not Improve The Quality 

of Medical Care They Receive or Will Make It Worse. Only 15 percent say their quality of 
medical care will be higher. Much higher quality + somewhat higher quality / About the same / 
Somewhat lower quality + Much lower quality 

o Republicans – 2/22/76 Democrats – 32/57/11 Independents – 10/46/43 
o Age 18-29 – 20/38/42 Age 30-44 – 21/46/33  

Age 45-64 – 14/42/45 Age 65+ – 12/43/45 !
Obamacare Implementation: !

- Nearly Eight in 10 Independents Say The Exchanges Have Not Been Working. Extremely 
well + Very Well + Fairly Well / Not Too Well + Not Well at All: 

o Republicans – 9/91 Democrats – 42/59 Independents – 21/79 



o Age 18-29 –43/56 Age 30-44 – 38/62  
Age 45-64 – 20/80 Age 65+ – 19/81 !

- Of Those Who Said The Exchanges Aren’t Going Well, Nearly Eight in 10 Blame Obama 
Administration for Failed Obamacare Rollout: Of the nine in 10 who say exchanges aren’t 
working well, 94 percent blame the Obama Administration, and nearly seven in 10 independents 
blame the Obama Administration “a lot” for the performance of the exchanges. Blame a lot + 
some/none 

o Republicans – 99/1 Democrats – 86/14 Independents – 95/4 
o Age 18-29 –N/A  Age 30-44 – 91/9  

Age 45-64 – 94/6 Age 65+ – 97/3  !
- Nearly Eight in 10 Blame Congressional Democrats for Failed Obamacare Rollout: Among 

those who say exchanges have not been working well, 79 percent say Democrats in Congress 
deserve ‘a lot’ or ‘some’ blame for performance of insurance exchanges. Blame a lot +some/none 

o Republicans – 91/9 Democrats – 64/36  Independents – 77/23 
o Age 18-29 –N/A  Age 30-44 – 72/28  

Age 45-64 – 80/20 Age 65+ – 81/20  !!
Insurance Cancellations and President Obama’s Broken Promise: !

- More Than One In Four Respondents (27 Percent) Have Received Or Know Someone 
Personally Who Has Received An Insurance Cancellation Notice: Twenty-seven percent say 
they have or know someone personally who has received a health insurance cancellation notice.   

o Age 18-29 – 28/72 Age 30-44 – 22/78  
Age 45-64 – 30/70 Age 65+ – 25/75  !!

- By A Two To One Margin, Independents Believe That The Insurance Cancellation Notices 
Show That President Obama Broke His Promise To Americans: Sixty-one percent are more 
likely to agree with a statement that cancellation notices show President Obama has broken his 
promise that Americans can keep their current insurance, while 39 percent say the notices will 
improve policies by requiring them to meet minimum standards.  broken promise / improve 
insurance:  

o Republicans – 91/9 Democrats – 27/73  Independents – 67/33 
o Age 18-29 – 52/48 Age 30-44 – 58/42  

Age 45-64 – 64/36 Age 65+ – 61/39  !
- Nearly Six In Ten Respondents Believe That Insurance Cancellation Notices Are One Of 

The Most Important Issues in 2014: Fifty-seven percent of voters say these notices are the 
single most or one of the most important issues in 2014, and 7 percent say it’s the most important 
issue. Single Most Important + One of the most important / Not too important + Not important at 
all  

o Republicans – 81/18 Democrats – 37/63  Independents – 55/45 
o Hispanics – 64/36 
o Age 18-29 – 73/27 Age 30-44 – 54/46  

Age 45-64 – 57/43 Age 65+ – 55/44  !
- More Than Eight In 10 Respondents Blame President Obama For Health Insurance 

Cancellations: Only 17 percent of respondents do not blame President Obama. Blame a lot + 
some / none:  

o Republicans – 94/5 Democrats – 64/35  Independents – 89/12 
o Age 18-29 – 92/8 Age 30-44 – 82/18  

Age 45-64 – 81/19 Age 65+ – 83/17 !



- More Than Eight In 10 Respondents Blame Congressional Democrats For Health Insurance 
Cancellations: Only 19 percent of respondents do not blame President Obama. Blame a lot + 
some/ none: 

o Republicans – 95/6 Democrats – 66/34  Independents – 84/15 
o Age 18-29 – 85/15 Age 30-44 – 81/19  

Age 45-64 – 80/20 Age 65+ – 82/18  !


